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I merely wrote as follows in reply:1

I regard everything that these States do as an indirect act of
the Government. But as I consider them to be more helpless than
the direct British subjects, I have always thought it necessary for
non-co-operators not to give battle to them. It would create need-
less complications. But one cannot help noticing the insanity of
refusing even a passage through a place. And what could I have
done to the subjects of the State but preach on temperance, swa-
deshi and untouchability ?

THE "PANGHAMAS"

But I must resist the temptation of dealing with the varied
problems. As in all my Madras speeches, I have dealt most with
the Panchama, i.e., the untouchables, problem, I propose to deal
briefly with it in these notes. Nowhere is the *'untouchable" so
cruelly treated as in this Presidency. His very shadow defiles the
Brahmin. He may not even pass through Brahmin streets. Non-
Brahmins treat him no better. And between the two, the Panchama
as he is called in these parts is ground to atoms. And yet Madras
is a land of mighty temples and religious devotion. The people
with their big tilak marks, their long locks and their bare clean
bodies look like rishis2. But their religion seems almost to be ex-
hausted in these outward observances. It is difficult to understand
this Dyerism towards the most industrious and useful citizens in a
land that has produced Sankara and Ramanuja. And in spite
of the Satanic treatment of our own kith and kin in this part of
India, I retain my faith in these Southern people. I have told
them at all their huge meetings in no uncertain terms, that there
can be no swaraj without the removal of this curse from our midst.
I have told them, that our being treated as social lepers in practi-
cally the whole world is due to our having treated a fifth of our
own race as such. Non-co-operation is a plea for a change of heart,
not merely in the English but equally in ourselves. Indeed, I expect
the change first in us and then as a matter of course in the Eng-
lish* A nation that can throw away an age-long curse in a year,
a nation that can shed the drink-habit as we shed our garments,
a nation that can return to its original industry and suddenly
utilize its spare hours to manufacture sixty crores worth of cloth

1 Not reproduced here;  vide "Letter to Sidney Bum", after September
18, 1921.
2 Seers